THE DEEPENING TWILIGHT OF BARBARISM
The quickest way to criticize this passage is to rewrite it
correctly:
CA.D. 120 is the accepted date of Hadrian's visit of inspection
to Britain [or insert reasons for preferring A.D. 121 or 122],
which had been a Roman province for seventy-four years. In
Caledonia, to the North, lived certain wild tribes whose raids
into civilized Britain Trajan hoped to restrain by a fortified wall
of stone-faced rubble [never mind the eleven-twelfths, etc., but
say from where the Wall started, and where it ended], held by
a standing garrison. The Caledonians still tattooed themselves,
a practice that the Britains had abandoned since becoming
civilized. Tin, for which Britain had been known in early times,
was no longer mined. [Here state the geographical problems
raised by Greek and Latin references to the Tin Islands, which
were probably a group of islands off the Galician coast, possibly
the Scilly Islands, but certainly not Britain and Ireland.]
'Another quotation:
' "Lusius Quietus was a rampageous gentleman from Mau-
retania, country of Othello. During Trajan's Mesopotamian
campaign he had led his cavalry."
'The quickest way to criticize this is to rewrite it soberly:
'Quintus Lusius Quietus was an independent Moorish chief,
from a part of Mauretania not included in the Roman province,
whose services to the Romans as a cavalry leader in Mesopo-
tamia and elsewhere, under Trajan, recall those rendered by
Othello, also a Moor, to the Venetians, in Cyprus and else-
where. Spartianus represents him as hot-tempered and impul-
sive. [If Spartianus does.]
* Another quotation:
e "Quietus's eyes showed their whites when he heard of that
appointment, his black brows and heavy lips took on a fiery,
sullen gloom."
cThe quickest way to criticize this is to rewrite it honestly:
'Quietus may have felt resentment, but he is not known to
-have expressed any.3
The Observer had the integrity to print the notice in full, but
the reviewer was never again offered another such commission:
business was business.
The Press was modelling itself more closely than ever on
American lines: headlines shorter, news curter. The Daily Mirror
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